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metieff, head of the Eussian mission to the United 
States, made his "Statement to the American People." 
He said : 

"The provisional government, rejecting, in accord 
with the whole people of Russia, all thought of separate 
peace, puts it openly, as its deliberate purpose, the prompt- 
est achievement of universal peace. 
"Such peace to presume no dominion over other nations, 
no seizure of their national property nor any forced usurpa- 
tion of foreign territory ; peace with no annexations or con- 
tributions, based upon the free determination by each nation 
of its destinies. 

No Separate Peace. 

"Being fully convinced that the establishment of demo- 
cratic principles in its internal and external policy has 
ereated a new factor in the striving of allied democracies 
for durable peace and fraternity of all nations, the provis- 
ional government will take preparatory steps for an agree- 
ment with the allies founded on its declaration of March 27. 

"The provisional government is conscious that the de- 
feat of Bussia and her allies would he the source of the 
greatest misery and would not only postpone, but even 
make impossible the establishment of universal peace on a 
firm basis. 
"The provisional government is convinced that the revolu- 
tionary army of Russia will not allow the German troops to 
destroy our allies on the western front and then fall upon us 
with the whdle might of their weapons. 

"The chief aim of the provisional government will be to 
fortify the democratic foundations of the army and organize 
and consolidate the army's fighting power for its defensive 
as well as offensive purposes. 

"The last decision of the Russian congress of the working- 
men's and soldier's delegates, the decision of 'the all-Russian 
peasant congress, the decision of the duma, the voice of the 
country as expressed from day to day by almost the entire 
Russian press, in resolutions adopted at different confer- 
ences and congresses — all these confirm their full support to 
this national program and leave not the slightest doubt that 
Russia is decided as to the necessity to fight the German 
autocracy until the conditions for a general and stable peace 
in Europe are established. 

Will Rout Out Prussianism. 

"Such decision is becoming more and more evident each 
day by practical work and results, and shows itself in the 
pressing and rapid reorganization of the army which is now 
being fulfilled under the firm and efficient measures adopted 
by Minister Kerensky. 

"The Russian people thoroughly understand and are 
fully convinced that it is absolutely necessary to root out 
the autocratic principles which underline and are repre- 
sented by German militarism and which threaten the 
peace, the freedom, and the happiness of the world. 
"The Russian people feel most keenly that no stable peace 
can be secured until the German autocratic principles are 
destroyed, and that otherwise the revolution will have been 
in vain and its achievements will perish. 

"New Russia, in full accord with the motives which im- 
pelled the United States to enter the war, is striving to de- 
stroy tyranny, to establish peace on a secure and permanent 
foundation and to make the world safe for democracy. 

"We are representing here the political unity which has 
been crystallized in Russia and around which a national pro- 
gram has been developed. 

"To our host of friends in the United States we appeal and 
without distinction of party or class we will work hand in 
hand for the common cause." 

The day following this statement telegrams announced 
a report from our representative in Bussia, Mr. Elihu 
Boot, that while the residents of Petrograd were in- 
clined toward pessimism, yet lie felt the situation 
throughout Bussia to be greatly improved. In the light 



of all the facts, therefore, including the fact that great 
men of Russia are coming forward and meeting the 
crisis with a large spirit of constructive statesmanship, 
free peoples everywhere may, we judge, look upon Rus- 
sia and be glad. 



LIBERTY AND ITS PRICE 

I ( I^ekhaps it may be permitted to us to be glad that 
A we have an opportunity to show the principles 
that we profess to be living principles, that live in our 
hearts, and to have a chance by the pouring out of our 
blood and treasure to vindicate the things which we 
have professed." These words of our President, uttered 
on Memorial Day, are fine words, inspiring words. In 
them he calls upon this people for a great sacrifice for 
a high ideal. No greater tribute to this nation could be 
found than that confidence in his people with which our 
leader uttered them. Yet one can but wonder if those 
who heard them understood the full meaning of the sac- 
rifice that is implied. "Blood and treasure" ! 

Treasure is not merely money, comfort, ease, content. 
Treasure is the essence of labor. It is toil. It is long, 
hard days, sleepless nights, perhaps, the agony of human 
exertion, the striving ceaselessly for a little of the good 
of life, the hard-won and often bitter fruit of civiliza- 
tion. It represents the highest efforts of a strength that 
is ever on the wane, the sturdy blows that must one day 
grow weaker, the bearing of the burden that will one 
day crush the bearer. It is not merely so much metal. 
It is blood and sweat shed humbly and without glory; 
it is the desiccated heart and soul of the workingman. 
Thus it must be remembered that it is no surplus we are 
pouring out, no easy substance of which we have a super- 
fluity and of which we became possessed without cost. 
We are pouring out the sinews, the youth, the strength, 
the aspirations, the tears, the agonies of countless men . 
and women and children, living, dead, and yet unborn. 
This is the treasure we pay for liberty. 

But also we pay in blood. We* pay in lives, shattered 
or snuffed out. How fine it would be if each of us could 
give his life, if all those others could give their lives, to 
buy liberty and peace for the world! But that is not 
enough, nor is it all that is meant by paying in blood. 
The common soldier is perhaps glad to give his life for 
liberty, for democracy, for a governed world. It is a 
fine, free gift, which ennobles all of us in the giving. 
But he is not let off with this alone. He must also take 
life. Not only must he ascend to personal sacrifice; he 
must descend also to slaughter. The purity of his free 
gift must be besmirched with the blood of those whom 
he must rend and stab and torture unto death. He must 
kill and maim. He must lace the flesh of his fellow- 
man with agony. He must widow and orphan the inno- 
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cent and helpless. He must sweep fine, upstanding, 
hopeful manhood from the earth. His own sufferings 
are not all. He must bring misery and darkness and 
death upon his fellow-men for the sake of the living 
principles which we as a nation profess. 

Perhaps it is worth the price. Certain it seems now 
that, as the President has said, "we can do no other." 
But we shall win more swiftly to that peace, and the 
liberty for which we slay and lay waste the sweet things 
of life, if we do not gloss over the price we are paying, if 
back of the fine names we give it we keep always in 
mind what blood and treasure really mean. 



EDITORAL NOTES 

A Comparison Our so-called "Liberty Loan," the 

of Figures. nrg £ one p ro b a bly f a long series, was 

largely over-subscribed. In the last 
hours of June 15, with the opportunity of obtaining the 
bonds about to be closed, the Treasury officials were 
swamped with applications; the American people had 
responded to the Government's call fully and over- 
whelmingly. Within fifteen days the inconceivable and 
unprecedented sum of nearly three billion of dollars had 
been offered to the Government, and the next day busi- 
ness continued as usual. 

But America's contribution on the altar of war, big 
as it seems, was really an insignificant matter. Revised 
figures show that, exclusive of the American loan, the 
nations at war have raised and virtually expended a 
total of $66,521,400,000. The amounts are: 

Great Britain $21,021,400,000 

France 12,140,000,000 

Russia 8,535,000,000 

Italy 2,845,000,000 

Belgium 100,000,000 

Japan 26,000,000 

Serbia 18,000,000 

Germany 14,226,000,000 

Austria-Hungary 7,610,000,000 

Total $66,521,400,000 

It ought not to require any profound economic in- 
sight to convince us that these figures are alarming. 
They mean that the nations are robbing the cradles and 
multiplying the graves for many generations. This 
pyramiding of credits, substitution of paper bonds for 
real money, must work an infinite injury to savings 
banks, insurance organizations, charity work and educa- 
tion. Before this war began the nations of Europe were 
borrowing to pay the interest upon the war debt of a 
century before. It would seem that the present debts 
of the nations are beyond their power ever to pay. The 
United States may be able to stand for a time between 
the bondholders of Europe and repudiation, We will 
do so, but for how Jong no man can tell. 



Congress has authorized five more billions in bonds, 
some of which will be offered in a few months. They 
will be subscribed. The taxes will come along shortly. 
They will be paid. We are all soon to feel the pinch. 
We shall bear it. The United States is with the other 
nations, a participant at last, in the war. Its match- 
less resources will help convince the Central powers of 
the hopelessness of their task. Our bit should there- 
fore go far toward bringing the German Government to 
terms and ending the war. That this economic unity 
of the allied nations presages a new political unity is 
probable, but prophecy these days is difficult. 



Church Work Religion, pure and undefiled, is hav- 

in War Time. j n g ra ther hard sledding these days. 

Peace-making is no sinecure. 

The World Alliance for Promoting International 
Friendship Through the Churches, an international 
body which cooperates in the United States with the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
and also with Protestant denominations not included in 
the Federal Council, holds its head up, however, war 
notwithstanding. It fearlessly challenges support in its 
effort to "Christianize international relations." It in- 
vites every church to establish an International Friend- 
ship Committee and every Christian to become a mem- 
ber. Recovering from the shock of our country at war, 
it comes to its task again, bravely pleading for adequate 
agencies for the settlement of international difficulties 
by means other than by war, for laws for the adequate 
protection of aliens, for right and friendly policies in 
our dealing with Orientals, for comprehensive immigra- 
tion legislation free from race discrimination, for right 
relations with Mexico and Latin America, and adequate 
national relief and reconstruction funds for grappling 
with the frightful sufferings of Europe. Its slogan is, 
International Justice and Good Will. It frees itself 
from questions of church organization and doctrine, 
and, loyal to our government, it seeks to decide no issue 
relative to the present war. 

The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America is planning a handbook, soon to appear, enti- 
tled "The Church in Time of War." The book will 
contain the messages to the Council at Washington, 
May 8-9. It will aim' also to set forth a guide for prac- 
tical work for conserving economic, social, moral, and 
religious forces of the nation. That religious workers 
may be informed, the book will tell of the work of the 
army and navy chaplains, the Young Men's Christian 
Associations, of the social evils peculiar to war, of food 
production and distribution, of the preservation of de- 
mocracy and national vitality, and discuss topics like 
the Joye oi enemies, the freedom of conscience, and the 



